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1TCLLA ON WAY

iTO JAPAN, SAYS

TEXASRANCHER

W. E. Crawford, Dallas Cattle-

man, Hears Bandit Left
i-- r.:-.- .:HI U SUU SC.

MYSTERY SHROUDS MOVES

Rebel, Told Leaders He Would

Return After Three
Months.

EL PASO, Feb. IS. rancho Villa
has been out of Mexico for three
weeks, and Is now aboard a steamer
en route for Japan, according to infor-
mation received by W. I.. Crawford,
a. cattleman' of Dallas, who is now In
El Paso.

Mr. Crawford has been for some
time In Sonora.

"Several days ago I was told of
Villa's trip to Japan by a close friend
of Villa's," said Crawford today. "I
know the man who cave me the in-

formation is reliable and has Villa's
confidence. He said that Villa had
left Mexico in disguise by way of
Mazatlan."

The occasion of the rebel leader's
trip to Japan was not disclosed to
Mr. Crawford, but it is supposed to
be in connection with his address at
Bustillos, previously reported.

Bandit Baffles Spies.
Various versions of a story about

Villa telling his leaders that he in-

tended to absent himself for three
months and would return with some
surprising: news have been current
here the past few days. At any rate
it Is certain that his movements have
baffled the Carranza army chiefs for
some time.

He has been reported at points hun-
dreds of miles apart at one and the
same time. Some rumors had him in
the country evacuated by Pershing,
while others put him on the Durango
border. The fact of the railroad line
being: opened from Chihuahua City to
Mexico City for the first time in
months as was announced by Car-
ranza officials last night, led Govern-
ment officials here to advance the
theory that Villa had withdrawn his
band sinto the southern mountains to
recupe-at- e and reorganize.

SaSo iaiV Crawford declares, is act-
ing independently of Villa, as the lat-
ter would not tolerate the barbarous
acts which Salazars men are com-
mitting.

Crawford made a personal visit to
the Corner Ranch, where the three
American cowboys were recently cap-

tured and carried away to their death
by Mexican raiders.

Killed on 17. S. Soil.
"There is no doubt that the men

were seized on the American side of
the line without any offense on their
part," Mr. Crawford says. "1 talked
at length with Andres Garcia, the
Mexican foreman of the raided ranch.

Crawford, who was a Texas ranger
for ten years under Capt. Bill Mc-

Donald. Is Indignant over the Amer-
ican system of patrolling the border
and is caustic on the inefficiency of
"high collared army officers who give
the border no protection." He gave
the "Washington Times correspondent
the following signed statement:

"If the States of Texas, N'ew Mexico
and Arizona would police the border
with cowpunchers and rangers, as In
the old days. Instead of with

army officers, there would be
less bloodshed and less raids. And
when there were raids there would
be somebody who could apprehend
the raiders. As it is, the border has
no protection.

There is rejoicing from Brownsville
to San Diego among national guards-
men over the order from Washington
for their return home for mustr
out"

END OF THE ZEPPELIN SEEN

Even Inventor Quoted As Saying It
Is Useless.

LONDON', Feb. 18. There is an ap-

parently authentic report that Count
Zeppelin has .announced that the Ger-
man Zeppelins are now useless be-

cause the English have found means
of destroying them.

The publication of this report has
caused warnings to be issued to the
English people lest it prove to be a
ruse: nevertheless it Is believed a suc-
cessful destructive device has been
perfected, the details of which arc
known but cannot he cabled because
of the censorship.

WILSON IN SECLUSION

Working on International Problem
In White House Study.

President Wilson denied himself to
all callers today, while he worked on
the problems which confront hlin. At
11 o'clock the President and Mrs. Wil-
son motored from the White House
to attend iervlce at Central Presby-
terian Church.

Returning from church, the l'resl
dent worked alone in his study, going
over data gathered in conference late
yesterday with Senate leaders and
With Secretary of War Baker.

EGGS ONLY SIX YEARS OLD.
COLUMBIA CITY, Ind.. Feb. 1. --

Murti than six yarn ago, Mr. and Mr.
Kll Saurers, near heie, wrote the
name and address of tltqjr baby
daughter Elsie on on egg which was
sold to a local grocer. The other day
thx little girl got a letter from Ru
dolph Disorder, at Tarrytown. N, Y.f
sajlnc ha just had bought the egg.

U. S. AGENTS LIST
HOSTILE ALIENS

SEW YORK. Feb. IS. All prom-

inent aliens in New York city
and others who have shown

sentiments have
been listed by Secret Service
agents, it is learned, and in the
event of war with any foreign
power they could be rounded up
within a few hours it neces-
sary.

The Secret Service men have
have been compiling a list not
only in this city, but in other
important centers of the country
since the outbreak of the Euro-
pean war.

CARDINAL CONFIRMS

450 CHILDREN HERE

Refuses to Allow Slight Cold to

Interfere With Services

At St. Aloysius'.

Refusing to give way to a alight
cold contracted several days ago,
James Cardinal Gibbons, of Balti-
more,, head of the Catholic church in
this arch diocese, administered the
sacrament of confirmation to 450 chil-

dren and twehty adults, following the
11 o'clock mass at St. Aloysius'
Church, North Capitol and I streets,
today.

Garbed in scarlet robes, the vener-
able prelate went back and forth
along the communion rail, repeating
the prayers of the sacrament over
the head of each boy and girl as they
moved down the aisles in slow pro-

cession and knelt before him.
The Cardinal had promised to

preach" at the monthly mass of the
Third Sunday Brigade, composed of
the parish, at T o'clock this morning
and practically all of the 2,000 mem-
bers of the brigade were there to hear
him.

The Cardinal said the mass, but
Rev. Paul R. Connlff. pastor of the
church, announced that because of his
cold, the prelate would not attempt
to preach.

The Cardinal will return to Balti-
more at 4 o'clock this afternoon.

PEACE LEAGUE PLEDGES AID

Declares Loyalty to President in
CjjfepjJlngiJU.S.BIahta.- - .

NEW YORK, Feb. 18. The League
to Enforce Peace locked the dove out-
side at its session here, passed a reso-
lution pledging Uie support of the
league to the Government, and de-

clined to send delegates to a conven-
tion of peace societies.

The resolution pledging support to
the Government declares loyalty to
"President Wilson and the National
Administration in the adoption of
vigorous and adequate measures to
protect our citizens and defend their
rights on land and sea, and to provide
for the defense of our country."

The association points out that the
United States no longer occupies an
isolated position among nations, but
must be prepared to defend Itself and
take part In any league that may be
formed to maintain world peace.

There was no hint of pacifism at
the meeting.

AMERICAN MAYELL SHIP

Transfer of Vessel Under Foreign
Registry Allowed.

The nUited States Shipping Board
has no authority to prevent the sale
by an American of a vessel he has
registered under the laws of a foreign
nation, even though that vessel is in
United States waters, according to a
derision by that bodj.

M. F. Plant, prominent In shipping
circles, petitioned the board for per-
mission to sell his palatial yacht
"Vandls" to the Russian government
for $465,000.

In view of the present crisis the
board appealed to Plant to bear In
mind the ned of such vessels by the
American Government. Should the
United Slates be compelled to defend
its commerce from submarines the
"Vandls" would be invaluable, it was
pointed out.

When Plant, however, declined to
consider this, the petition was dis-
missed as without the Jurisdiction of
the board. Plant Is therefore free to
sell his ship.

EXPECTING HEAVY TRAFFIC

Southern Railway Planning for Big
Inaugural Crowds.

Plans for handling the mammoth
crowds that are expected to come to
Washington for the Inauguration are
being mapped out by officer or the
passenger and traffic departments of
the Southern railway system. Among
the special trains to be handled will
be one for the accommodation of thn
governor of and his party.

Tim "Loyal Legion" special will
carry a party from Atlanta to the
Capital that whh organized to attend
tin. inauguration n.i nil expression of
putrlutism and suppuil to I'lcsidcnt
Wfloii In Him present crlsi.

RAILROAD HEAD QUITS.
NORFOLK, Va., Feb.

Dupuy. president of the Vliglnlau
railroad, which wart founded by the
late II. II, Itogeis. Standard Oil uiHg
nale. tendered 'his resignation to the
boaid of directors .eelcrday. The
announcement came unexpectedly.

U. 8. TRYING DIVERS' SNARES.
The Navy Department Is experi-

menting to protect Amnlcmi harbors
against Invading siibiiiailnes by
means of steel nets, the department
has announced.

FIGHT PLANNED

OVER DEADLOCK

ON KEY BRIDGE

Members of Georgetown Citi-

zens' Association Ready for
Vigorous Campaign.

CONSIDER CASE TOMORROW

Situation to Be Order of Busi-

ness At Meeting At Poto-

mac Savings Bank.

Members of the Georgetown Citi-

zens' Association are preparing for
a vigorous fight to break the appar-
ent deadlock on the Key Bridge Con-

struction.
Campaign plans will be laid at a

meeting In Potomac Savings bank
hall tomorrow night, when the
bridge situation will be made the
order of business.

Officers of the tassociation, who
have fought for years for an ade-
quate bridge to replace the old Aque-
duct structure, are unanimous In de-

claring that differences of opinion
as to the type of bridge among those
charged with its construction, should
not jeopardize consummation of the
bridge plan or even delay It Indef-
initely.

Seek Adequate Bridge Only.
These men point out that the com-

munities to be served by the bridge
have never asked for a monumental
structure.

They sought a substantial and ade-
quate commercial bridge, simple and
In keeping with the dignity of utili-
tarian use.

The situation has been thoroughly
canvassed at informal discussions of
the situation by officers of the As-
sociation and committeemen charged
with the care of Georgetown inter-
ests In consummation of the bridge
plan since the deadlock developed.

It is certain that the association
will urge Immediate construction of a
simple single-spa- n structure of con-
crete of ample width to care for the
exceptionally heavy traffic across the
bridge.

In Sympathy With Plan.
Officers and members of the asso-

ciation are In sympathy with the Fine
Arts Commission plan to have a
brldgooof.. monumental design that
would add to the beauties of the na-
tional Capital, but they do not believe
that bridge construction should be
halted on a question of ornaments
tlon. when it was designed and in-

tended for a purely commercial struc-
ture, and will be used as such.

Original plans for the bridge pro-vlde- d

a single span concrete struc-
ture, designed to be built within the
appropriation of 71,000,000.

This plan did not, however, meet
the approval of the Fine Arts Com-
mission.

The engineer draftsmen then de-

veloped plans for alternative monu-
mental structures, one a double-decke-

bridge and the other a single span.
The designs have the approval of the
Fine Arts Commission, but neither
can be built within the appropriation,
the engineers declare. There Is slight
possibility of an additional appropria-
tion at this time.

All May Confer.
It is possible that this situation

may be thrashed out at a conference
of all those Interested In the bridge
construction.

F. Baker Weaver, chairman of the
committee of commercial interests of
the Georgetown association, who has
sounded the sentiments of the busi-
ness community, favors a ingle span
concrete commercial structure.

"It seems possible." he derlared.
"that such ft bridge can be built with
in the appropriation. I am not op-
posed to Fine Arts Commlslson plans,
but I do think It would be feasible to
build an ample concrete bridge at this
time; with provision made, fur add-
ing at a later date the features as
embodied In the design favored by the
Fine Arts 'ommislon. In olhei
words. If we can get a plain, commer-
cial bridge now, it can be Improved
In design and extended at any future
date. If piers and superstructures are
designed to carry the additions.

Can He null! Later.
"I do not favor the double-decke-

bridge with a viaduct to Prospect
avenue or beyond at this time. The
vladjijt can be constructed at any
future date, m hen Its need Is shown
and Congress makes sufficient money
available to construct it.

"The communities served by the
Aqueduct mrldge hae been satisfied
wltli the bridge terminals as they
existed for more than half a century.
Thev never asked an extension be
yond M street, and it wa.s only the
fact that the equedllct structure be
came Inadequate to carry thn traffic,
that led to the movement for a new
bridge. An eighty five foot single
deck concrete bridge would be ample
to meet all commercial lequircmcnts."

BRITAIN BANS IMPORTS

American Products Are Hard Hit by
New Shipping Edict.

LONDON, Feb. Is. -- The United
States will be hit by new British regu-
lations prohibiting iimieccessary lui
ports to the United Kingdom. The
ufflnclal list of forbidden Import is
very long.

Shipping space must be saved,
of the losses through submarine

warfare. That is the reason for cut
ting imports to simple necessities.

All effort to prevent food hoarding
entirely will Ijc ni.-id- Immediately. A
potato war seems inevitable. The
dealers refuse to accept the pilceis
fixed by Doid Devnnpurt. the food
controller, mid l.oid Devonpurt will
nut jieid an inch..

JUDICIARY BILL

GAINS SUPPORT

IN CONGRESS

House Opposition to Carlin

Measure Enlarging District

Bench Diminishes.

NOW LOOKING TO SENATE

Advocates of Legislation Hope-

ful Subcommittee Will Re-

port Favorably.

While opposition in the House to
the Carlin bill providing for two ad-

ditional associate justices for the
Supreme Court of the District may be
withdrawn this week wherl the meas-
ure is called up by Chairman Webb
of the Judiciary Committee, advocates
of the proposed legislation are con-

cerning themselves about Its status
in the Senate.

When the bill was, reached oo the
House unanimous consent calendar on
February 5, Congressman Stafford ob-

jected to it on the ground that the
appropriation for the salaries of the
two justices was unnecessary. He
contended that the jurisdiction of the
lower courts could be extended so as
to relieve the higher tribunal of some
of Its burdens.

It Is understood that while Mr. Staf-
ford has not openly announced with-
drawal of his objection, he has been
convinced the lower courts cannot
relieve the congestion which exists,
even though their jurisdiction should
be extended.

Litigants Suffer Hardship.
A number of Congressmen who are

members of neither the District Com-

mittee nor the Judiciary Committee
have signified their intention to sup-
port tbe bill.

These lawmakers take the view
that, since there is a great deal of
complaint among litigants all over
the United States of long delays in
court, the Carlin bill affords an ex-

cellent opportunity to put Congress
on record as favoring expeditious
handling of causes after they have
reached the court calendars.

Congressman Carlin said today the
prospects for passage'-o- his measure
seemed bright In the House. Tie
c6mDanIdn bill introduced In the Sen
ate, however. Is still In the hands of
a subcommittee. It Is hoped by ad-
vocates of the measure that either
the subcommittee will report the bill
favorably this week or that the Car-
lin measure will be passed, and sent
to the Senate. '

It was said by a number of lawyers,
many of whom declare the Interests
'of their clients have suffered because
of the congestion on the calendars of
the three divisions or the, District
Supreme Court, that the tribunal has
not been enlarged since lbT9;'

The court .originally consisted of
five members, a chief Justice and four
associates. The personnel of the tri-

bunal created in 1SG3 was not en-

larged until 1S79. when only one
Jurist was added. For the last thirty- -
six years the court has consisted ot

(Continued, on Page Six.)

FIRE AT NAVY YARD

All Available Apparatus Rushed to
Small Blaze.

All the fire apparatus In the cast
end of the city, the tireboat Fire-
fighter, the police boat Vigilant, and
a patrol wagon full of reserves from
the Fifth precinct went at top speed
to the Washington navy yard when
the private fire alarm bov in the yard
was pulled at 8:30 o'clock this morn-
ing.

Tlieie was a blaze among cans of
oil In n one-stor- y brick paint shop
In the southeast corner of the yard,
near the wharves. It was extinguish-
ed by guards before the firemen d.

The damage Is estimated at
?M.

As the shop had been closed since
yestcrdav evening, officials of the
yard believe the fire was caused by
spontaneous combuslon. Smoke was
st-o- coming from the shop by a sen-
try, who sounded the alarm.

Shortly after 7 o'clock this morn-
ing Ti uck No. :t was called to the
Lafayette Hotel, Sixteenth and I

streets northwest, for u supposed tlr
which, the firemen discovered, was u
leak in the aiuonla plpo of thu refrig-
erator setcm.

MEXICO TO SEIZE MINES

Government Orders Confiscation of
Idle Properties.

MKXll'O CITY. Feb. - The Jlexl
can government bus given notice that
mining propcrli-- x which not
been operated far two months and the
owners or which, because of unsettled
conditions, lmvo nol made applica-
tion fi an exteiiHion of the time limit
within which the mines inusi be ope
rated, will be taken over by the gov-
ernment.

The Mini, limit on iinwoil.cd iiiii.cn,
uk originally lived, expired ubuut No-

vember IN Iiiet, but the govcrumi'ir.
extended it until lint middle of Feb-
ruary.

ULTIMATUM TO PERSIA.
BKU1.1X I by wlrclc:-M- . Feb. IN. --

The ltiisslau newspaper Itussky
Slovoe is quoted by tin' Oveiseus News '

Agency to Hie effect that the. UiiHsiaii
and Biltlsh reprenvutativcM at Tchcrtin
have transmitted to tin; IVrxiim

an ultimatum iciiiriug
Anglo Itusslan control of Persian
Uuantcs,

NA VAL A UTHORITIES SEE
GRADUAL FAILURE OF THE
GERMAN CAMPAIGN

D; C. MAN GIVES

BOAT FOR NAYY

Neil B. Walcott Offers His San-tan- a

for Mosquito Fleet
in Case of War.

WOULD COMMAND HIMSELF

Is Ensign in Reserve and Has
Been Tendered Post By

Secretary Daniels.

Washington was given the first
of'lts quota to the ".mosquito fleet."

The first private yacht to be offer-
ed the Navy Department for use in
event of war, fro ma Washington
owner Is the sylph-lik- e "Santana,
a pleasure yacht, the prop-
erty of Nell B. Walcott, a well-know- n

Washington amateur sportsman and'business m.an
As soon as the Ice in the Potomac

river melts sufficiently, the "San-tana- "

will "be taken to Norfolk to be
placed with" the fleet of small boats
offered for the use of the United
States nary in chasing down German
submarines in the event of war.

First To Offer services.
Mr. Wallcott is the first Washing-

ton man to offer his esrvlces and the
use of his motor yacht to the Navy
Department. ,

Hundreds of similar offers have
been received by the department from)
sportsment all over the country and
n .a , - .1... .n.ll m e, n k.!j .a,,.. mi: ntiioii viuki vail mc

assembled they will be sent .to Nor-
folk waters to indulge In the practice
of chasing and running down imagin-
ary

Having passed successful)- - the ex-

aminations required by the Navy De-
partment to be Ensign in the Volun-
teer Officers' corps. Mr. Walcott has
been tendered the postlon by Secre-
tary of the Navy Daniels'.

Tressed Into Servlee. " "j

Members of volunteer officers'
of both the army and navy are being
pressed Into scrvico now in antici-
pation of a clash with Teutonic pow-
ers.

The Santana. the boat offered by
Mr. Walcott, carries a crew nf fifteen
when fully manner. She is capable of
sixteen knots an hour, and is seventy
three feet in length. She war built In
Boston, and has motors of a hundred
horsepower. '

The size and speed of the boat are
somewhat in excess of the average
private-owne- craft offered by sports-
men and Navy Department officials
consider the "mosquito fleet" consid-
erably strengthened by the addition
o fthc Santana.

Thoroughly Overhauled.
Moored at the Seventh street

wharves, the Santana has been thor-
oughly- overhauled and Is ready for
service at a moment's notice, Mr. Wal-

cott said yesterday. She carries a
r and another gun will be

mounted on her stern Dcrore sue joins
the diminutive fleet at Norfolk.

Naval officers have been sent to
Norfolk to put the ncvtly appointed
ensigns and commander of the V boat
chasers through practical maneuvers
and cannon and small fire practice.

HANDS OFF IN CUBA

Navy and State Dept. Officials Con-fe- r

on Situation.
Conference were held at the Navy

Department today between nav of
flcials and officials of the Bureau of
Latin American Affairs with reference
to the revolutionary situation in Cuba,
but It was understood no decision was
readied as to immediate intercession
by the United States.

Owing to the Herman irls-l-s and the
serious situation on the .Mexican bor-

der, llio Administration has avoided
any Interference In Cuba. In the hope
that the Cuban government forces
may b able to tope with the situa-
tion without forcing the United States
to take a hand and suppress the Insur-
rection.

Orders have been-- sent by the Stat
Department to Minister Oonzsles and
tho twelve American consular officials
In Cubs to forward Immediately full
information mm to thn extent of the
revolution. Similar orders have been
cnt to Admiral Mao. commanding

the Atlantic Ileet, and to the com
manders of warships at Havana. San-

tiago, and Guantaimmo.

GARMENT STRIKE GROWS

Cloak and Suit Workers May Walk
Out in Chicago.

CHICAGO. Feb. 18. Unless an
agreement Is reached between the
striking garment workers nud opera
tors by tomorrow, the expediency of
calling out the cloak and suit work
crs will be considered, union leaders
declare.

Thus far the strike has only affect-
ed tho workers on women's shirt
waists and other wear outside the
cloak anil suit industry. Both sides
claim gains, the workers asserting
lli:,t olrrlif hundred niort, out
yesterday, making the total niimher
now Idle o.

Six more nrrests wele made yester
day. They were all women climged
will) attempting to induce other wont
en workers to leave their Jobs and
join the strikers.

LOSSES OF SHIPPING
SINCE FEB. 1

The daily record of shipping
losses due to Germany's '

warfare, February 1 to February
17, Inclusive, has been as follows:

Ships. Tons.
February 1 10 13,029
February 2 8 7,337
February 3 10430
February 4...... 2 2,623
February S 5 8,729
February 0 14, 44.457
February 7 13 30,332
February 8 , 10 21,504
February 9 fl 10,424
FebruarylO 7 2271
February 11 2 l',725
Februarys S 8,381
Febnfaryl3 S 14,896
Februaryl4 5 1W87
FebruorylS, B 7,700
FebruarylO...' 7 9,736
February 17;... 1 1,016

GIRL SWALLOWS

POISON IN STORE

Miss Edna Metcalf Takes Bi-

chloride Tablets In Public'

Phone Booth.

Miss Edna' Metcalf, eighteen years
old. of 1213 K street northwest. Is
at Emergency Hospital suffering
from bichloride or mercury poisoning
which the police say. she swallowed
in a telephone booth In a drug store
shortly before noon today.

The young woman entered the store
and asked the clerk for a bottle of
the smercury tablets, which she
stated she wanted to use as & foot
wash. Taking the bottle she enter-
ed the telephone booth, ami started
to call a friend.

A clerk told the police he overheard
the girl make reference to taking
some jjTJho tablets 'end opened the
booth.

Employes of the store administered,
first-ai- d treatment while the Emer
gency ambulance was being called.

The girl's brgtb
the
that hfJvtpttbad been at the-!eor-ge

WasbingtdrPUrilversityHospltal for
four months, learning to be a nurse.
A few days ago the head nurse, the
brother stated, transferred the girl
to the Eye, Ear, and Throat HospltaL

SHIP SAILING SECRET

All Celarance Papers to Be Kept
From Public by U. S.

On account of the International sit-
uation, the destination of all vessels
sailing from American ports will be
kept secret as the result of a decision
of the Treasury Department.

This Is the first time In the history
of this country that such a measure
has been adopted.

For the last few days, such orders
have been in effect in the New York
port, here absolute secrecy has been
attached to the clearance papers of
all vessels sailing from there.

The latest orders affect every port
in the country, and Include not only
vessels engaged In trado with Europe,
but also those sailing to South Ameri-
can and other countries outside the
war zone.

OVERCOME BY GAS .

John Dugan, Retired Soldier, Was
Nearly Asphyxiated.

John Dugan. stxty-on- e years old. a
retired soldier,, was found partly
ovurconiM from Illuminating gas In

his room at 15 New Jersey avenue
northwest early this morning by oc-

cupants of the house, who detected
thn fumes and traced them to the old
man's room.

Ho was taken to Casualty Hospital,
and, a few hours later Dr. A. er

MacDonald said the man was
out of danger. The police say the
gas was turned on accidentally.

FARM LOAN BONDS EXEMPT

Mortgsfles Also Tax Free, Attorney
General Gregory Holds.

Farm loan bonds and mortgages
are legally and constlutlonally ex-

empt from taxation under a ruling
by Attorney General Gregory, ac-

cording to a statement from the farm
loan board.

The opinion of the Attorney Gen-

eral wan published by th board for
fear It might be construed as opposite
to Its real Intent.

6 shipsnTar danger zone

Three American and Three Brazilian
Vessels Now on the Way.

LONDON, Feb. IN.- - The approach to
the danger zone of German sub-

marines of the American merchant-
men Doclira, Orleans, and Rochester
und of three Brazilian vessels is
watched with keen interest here

KnElishmen cannot make up their
mind whether or not German sub-
marines will attaok the skips.

i
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1,000,00.0 Tons a Month

Is Not Possible.

ACCURATE FIGURES KEPT

Only Little More Than 200,000
Is toll for First Sixteen

, Days of Warfare.

STARTED OUT BRILLIANTLY

;Birt Dropping Off Is Noted,
Leading to Belief of

Empty Threat.

Germany's ruthless cam-

paign, designed to sweep traffic from
the seae at the rate of 1,000,000 tons a
month, is already decadent, and doom-
ed to failure. In the opinions of naval
experts In Washington.

The toll of tonnage, according to
accurate accounts being kept by of-
ficials here, has shown that Germany
has been unable even to approach the
figure set by the Kaiser's naval board.

Suggestions Repudiated.
Repeatedly In tbe last two weeks

the German government has an-
nounced Its Intention of doing Its
svorst In the destruction of maritime
commerce. Suggestions of moderation
have been repudiated.

Naval officials believe, therefore,
that the German undersea boats have
made every effort to keep the record
of destruction up to the program of
33,000 tons a.- - day. But the toll of
merchantmen, they point out. reached
Its maximum on February 6, with a
record of 44.457 tons, has been falling
ever since, until the undersea.' cam
jaign far short of even

program of the
. uerman. government.
f Tannage Drops Off.

in me zirst eigat aays 01 rtoruir
sixty-eigh-t ships, aggregating 133,200
tons, were sunk. In the next eight
days, there were only forty-tw- o ships.
with a tonnage of 87,450.

Naval men cite their figures In
proof of the belter that Germany's
original declaration of ruthless war-farew- as

largely an empty threat.

KAISER TO TAKE OFFENSIVE

Officials Believe He Would Bring
Internal Trouble If War Comes.
Germany's preparations for war on

the United States are being made in
this country, rather than In Ger- -
many.

The Imperial government, believing
a clash Is Inevitable, Is laying plans
to carry the campaign to the United
States through Berlin spies and
other nationals in this country.

Officials Exr1 esa Belief.
This Is the belief expressed today

by officials closely In touch with the
critical relations of Washington and
Berlin.

Among the tacts cited by officials
as backing up their assertion of
Germany's Intentions are the acts of
German commanders In sinking their
vessels in United States ports, even
before the President's announcement
of the break In diplomatic relations.

Indication of Tnoronsaness.
The accuracy end secrecy with

which the action of the President was
forecast Is pointed out as an Indica-
tion of the thoroughness of the Ger-
man system here.

Belief that the German embassy,
or a secret agent closely connected
with it. was head of the system In
the United States, is supported by the
statement yesterday of Captain
I'olack, master of the Interned Ger-
man ship. Kronprlnzessln Ceetlle,
that the vessel was sunk by order
of an official representative of the
German government.

Derlln'a Present IMans.

The present plana of tho German
government Include, according to the
belief of official, a period, drawn
out as long as possible, of petty an-
noyances. Intended to stir up internal
dissension in America.

Dispatches from Berlin Indicate
that Germany considers the United
States torn between pacUlstlo and
belligerent parties.

A series of trivial amioancea, it
is pointed out. will not stir this na-
tion to indignation compared "with
that which would be roused by an
Important "overt act," such as the
sinking of an American ship, with
loss of American lives.

Gltra Her More Time.
As long as Berlin can keep the na-

tion divided between those who de-

mand retallatioA and those .who be-

lieve in avoidance of war afalniost
any price, she Is enabled more nearly'
to perfect her plans for carrying the
war lo the very doors of the Wash-
ington Government.

It l pointed out that the United
States army Is no menace .0 Ger-
many and that the nay would be,of
limited use In ct.e of war.

Berlin has little fear of offensive
military measures from America for
several months. Meantime; officials
believe, Berlin would opurate as en
Rensie lenient by working throug'4
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